
CAMPAIGN REFORM ACT
Sponsored By: William Peduto

WHEREAS, the integrity of the political process and the trust of the people is essential to a
representative government; and

WHEREAS, the cost of running a successful political campaign has become so exorbitant
as to dissuade people from running for office; and

WHEREAS, because campaign contributions have risen in recent years, public perception
is that special interest groups and wealthy individuals may have unjustified influence in the
political process; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Government and most state and local governments have
successfully enacted legislation that prevents a “pay as you play” cycle of politics; and

WHEREAS, regulating campaign contributions would promote participation and
confidence in and protect the integrity of the electoral process.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby amends the City Code
by adding, Title I, Article I, Chapter 109 Campaign Financing.

AN ORDINANCE

A. Definitions

(1) Election Cycle. A four-year period that begins on January 1st of the year following the
last general election and ends on December 31st of the year of the general election for
the office the candidate is seeking.  

(2) Contribution. Money, gifts, forgiveness of debts, loans, or things having a monetary
value incurred or received by a candidate or his/her agent for use in advocating or
influencing the election of the candidate.

(3) Expenditure. The payment, distribution, loan or advancement of money or any
valuable thing by a candidate, political committee or other person for the purpose of
influencing the outcome of a covered election.

Mark Rauterkus
This document was sent to me at my request from the office of its sponsor. It is NOT finalized, only introduced. Changes may come.

Mark Rauterkus
Election cycles are often meant to mean half-year periods. Once in the primary and once again in the general election. This term, "election cycle" should be changed. Perhaps "quadrenial cycle" is a better fit.

Mark Rauterkus
People should have limits upon the primary and again for the general election. Perhaps $2,000 for the primary and $2,000 again for the general election. I would not cap the amount for both, distinct periods with one rule.

Mark Rauterkus
Now the wealthy can spend their own money to defeat the poor who can't raise money from rich associates / friends. 
The Olympics used to be only for amateur athletes -- not an Native American like Jim Thorpe who needed money to get to the games and play.  The amateur rules benefited the rich. 



(4) Person. Any actual individual, any business partnership, sole proprietorship, or other
form of business organization permitted under the laws of the Commonwealth to make
political contributions.

(5) Political Committee. Any committee, club, association, political party, or other group of
persons, including the campaign committee of a candidate for office in a covered
election, which receives contributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of
influencing the outcome of a covered election.

B. Campaign Contribution Limits

(1) No person shall make total contributions per election, including contributions made to
or through one or more political committees, of more than two thousand dollars ($2,000)
to a candidate for Mayor, City Controller, or City Council per election cycle.

(2) No political committee shall make total contributions per election of more than four
thousand dollars ($4,000) to a candidate for Mayor, City Controller, or City Council per
election cycle.

(3) The limitations imposed by this Chapter shall not apply to contributions from a
candidate’s personal resources to the candidate’s own campaign.

(4) The limitations imposed by this subsection shall not apply to volunteer labor.

C. Campaign Accounts

A candidate for Mayor, City Controller, or City Council shall have no more than one
campaign committee and one checking account for each city office being sought, into
which all contributions for such office shall be made, and out of which all campaign
expenditures for that office shall be made. If the candidate for office maintains other
political or non-political accounts for which contributions are solicited, such funds
collected in these accounts shall not be used for any campaign for municipal office.

D. Competitive Bidding

Mark Rauterkus
We have seen donors give to both sides -- or should I say -- all sides. Gambling, Mon-Valley Expressway, and others to buy the whole election. I don't see why they should only be able to give to two. Why not ten?

Mark Rauterkus
The rich get richer. Enter Ross P.

Mark Rauterkus
So much for a living wage.

Mark Rauterkus
So, you get a PAY Pal account. Then you have a Politics Online account. Woops. Broke the law. Then you need a local bank account. What if one has a roll of quarters in your pocket?

Accountability is good. But be sensible.



Any person who makes a maximum contribution during an election cycle may not be
awarded a contract relating to City affairs, without going through a competitive bidding
process.

E. Injunctive Relief

Any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh, including the City Solicitor may bring an
action for injunctive relief in any Court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin any violations
of, or to compel compliance with, the provisions of this Chapter. The Court may award to
a prevailing plaintiff in any such action his or her costs of litigation, including reasonable
attorney’s fees.

This bill will take effect January 1, 2005

Mark Rauterkus
How about if all the contracts are bid, regardless.  We have too many contracts being let that are not bid, such as was the case in the first week of December, 2004. Only two, and NOT Bill Peduto, raised a "no vote." -- Thanks Luke and Jim.


