MIKE the MAN:

Mike Gravel served in the Alaska House of
Representatives from 1963-66, and as Speaker
from 1965-66. He then represented Alaska in
the U.S. Senate from 1969-81. He served on the
Finance, Interior, and Environmental and
Public Works committees, chairing the Energy,
Water Resources, Buildings and Grounds, and
Environmental Pollution subcommittees.

In 1971, he waged a successful one-man
filibuster for five months that forced the Nixon
administration to cut a deal, effectively ending
the draft in the United States. He is most
prominently known for his release of the
Pentagon Papers, the secret official study that
revealed the lies and manipulations of
successive U.S. administrations that misled the
country into the Vietnam War.

Senator Gravel is married to Whitney Stewart
Gravel and has two grown children: Martin
Gravel living in Colorado and Lynne Gravel
Mosier, living in California. The Gravels have
four grandchildren: Renee, Alex, Madison and
Mackenzie

Food for THOUGHT

Presidential candidates fundraising activity
through first quarter 2007

Total
Receipts | % Contibutions | % Contributions | % Contributions
in Millions $ | $1000 or more | $2300 or more | $200 or less

Gravel 0.1 53.00% 0.00% 28.00%
Kucinich 0.4 19.00% 6.00% 68.00%
Edwards 14 77.00% 38.00% 15.00%
Obama 25.8 68.00% 46.00% 22.00%
Biden 4 88.00% 48.00% 4.00%
Richardson 6.2 80.00% 56.00% 10.00%
Dodd 8.8 91.00% 58.00% 2.00%
Clinton 36.1 86.00% 68.00% 9.00%

While some of these candidates have boasted
about their tens of thousands of small, $100 and
under donors (including those mobilized
through the internet), only $18 million of a total
of $132 million in contributions to all the
candidates came from $200 and under
donations. Obama was tops in small donations
($5.8 million) but that amounted to only 22%
of his total individual contributions. On the
other hand, Clinton raised only 9%, of her
contributions from small donations.

VOTE
MIKE GRAVEL
2008!!

www.gravel2008.com

For more info in lowa Contact:
groups.yahoo.com/group/Gravel08-iowa/



The ISSUES:
IRAQ WAR:

Senator Gravel's position on Iraq remains clear
and consistent: to commence an immediate and
orderly withdrawal of all U.S. troops that will
have them home within 120 days. The sooner
U.S. troops are withdrawn, the sooner we can
pursue aggressive diplomacy to bring an end to
the civil war that currently consumes Iraq.
Senator Gravel seeks to work with neighboring
countries to lead a collective effort to bring
peace to Iraq.

One of the leading opponents of the Vietnam
War, Senator Gravel was one of the first current
or former elected officials to publicly oppose
the planned invasion of Iraq in 2002. He
appeared on MSNBC prior to the invasion
insisting that intelligence showed that there
were indeed no weapons of mass destruction,
that Iraq posed no threat to the United States
and that invading Iraq was against America’s
national interests and would result in a disaster
of epic proportions for both the United States
and the Iraqi people.

Today, more than four years into the invasion,
the death toll of U.S. troops has climbed over
3,300 with over 50,000 more permanently
maimed, some having lost limbs, others their
sight. Tens of thousands more are afflicted with
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and
urgently need psychological care. The Iraqi
civilian death toll nears three-quarters of a
million, and still there remains no end in sight
to the bloodshed.

As President, Senator Gravel will call for a
U.S. corporate withdrawal from Iraq and hand
over reconstruction contracts to Iraqi
businesses which will empower Iraqi nationals
to reconstruct their own country.

FAIR TAX:

There is only one entity in the U.S. that pays
taxes: the individual. Businesses and
corporations do not, they merely collect taxes
from consumers of their products and pass on
the taxes to the government. The Fair Tax
proposal calls for eliminating the IRS and the
Income Tax and replacing it with a progressive
national Sales Tax on new products and
services. To compensate for necessities, such as
food, lodging, clothing, etc there would be a
“prebate” to reimburse taxpayers for the taxes
paid on necesstties.

UNIVERSAL
HEALTHCARE VOUCHERS:

Senator Gravel advocates a universal health-
care voucher program in which the federal
government would issue annual health care
vouchers to Americans based on their projected
needs. Under the Senator's plan, all Americans
would be fully covered and would be free to
use their vouchers to choose their own health
care professional. No one would ever be denied
health insurance because of their health, wealth,
or any other reason. A universal health-care
voucher plan will also relieve American
businesses of the financial responsibility of
insuring their workers while ensuring that their
workers get adequate care.

IMMIGRATION:

Senator Gravel favors protecting our borders
and monitoring the flow of illegal immigrants
into our country. He also favors a guest worker
program and setting up naturalization
procedures that would fairly bring existing
illegal immigrants into legal status.

The senator's position is that America must
address the root cause of illegal immigration.
Any discussion of Mexican immigration must
include NAFTA and the concept of "free trade."”
The North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) has been a disaster for the working
class of both the US and Mexico. A study by
the Economic Policy Institute found that over
1,000,000 US jobs were lost as a result of
NAFTA, a third of them manufacturing jobs. In
Mexico, 1.3 million farm workers lost their
jobs in the same period. This has led to a wave
of immigrant workers looking for work in the
US job market.

Major structural changes must be made to
NAFTA in order to restore lost jobs. Reforming
unfair trade policies will stimulate job growth
on both sides of the border and allow Mexican
workers to remain in their motherland. We must
make fair trade a priority if we are to rebuild
the American middle class.



