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For maximum safety with polearms and hafted weapons, enclose your hand in a globe of steel. Here is a gauntlet design with
thumb plates that arch across the palm of the hand and brace against the haft on either side. It comes out looking like an aniimated
clamshell, and I've never seen anything like it in any museum or book of armor — but it prowdes such a happy combination of pro-
tection and flexibility that T find it hard to believe Py the [irst to try it .

1 used 18-gaupe stainless stecl, and fastened the plates together w1t11 5/8" medium-weight leather straps. The finished gauntlet
weighs just under 2 pounds, IU's padded with layers of 1/8" closed-cell foam build up to contour along the fingers and back of the
hand. There's some foam along the thumb straps as weli, but the primary padding for the thumb and wrist is made of thick wool
blanketing covered with cotton and mounted inside the work glove worn with the gauntlet.

Here are a few construction notes — not many; if you (eel you need much more detail, you should probably make a few iarger
and simpler pieces of armor before trying this.

Patterns are drawn %-scale, which means they have ‘/u the area of the originals, When you expand them, they will look huge -
but this is deceptive, My h'mds are small for a fighter — 74" from heel to fingertip, 7%4" around thc knuckles, and 6 3/8"
around the wrist, The patlern shown here makes a gauntlet which fits comfortably close on me, and is nearly impossibie {or
most men to squecze a hand into. After you've adjusted the patterns for your own hand, make a trial gauntlet cut of some-
thing stiff but easy to bend (say, a disposable roasting pan) to be sure you get the right size and put the rivet holes in the
right places.
The various dots on the patterns stand for different kinds of rivet and strap arrangements:
© = tinners rivet holding plates in tight bond
@)= tinners rivet forming hinge belween plates

= leather rivet holding plate to internal strap

= leather rivel holding plate to strap around fingers
O leather rivet holding plate to internal strap and also to one of the slraps around fingers, thumb, or wrist.
Shiaded areas on Lhe pattemns wind up underneath neighboring plates when the gmn[let is completc (except the outside edge
of the cuff, which is roiled under itsel}),
The rolled edge of the cull should rest flat — touching your worktable at all pomts — once the cuff is bent into a cone.
Plates 1, 2, 6, and 10 must have very deep compound curves, and most of the others need some compound work. The curves
strcngthcn thc melal, permitting use of a relatively light pauge. Even so, if your hands are much bigger than mine, consider
using 16-gavge steel on plates 6, 8, and 10, and possibly on plate 2 as well.
The dotted lines on the hand plate (5) show where to raise reinforcing ridges in the metal. ‘
The thing that looks like a fat-loothed comb holds the cuff and the hand plate together. The ‘teeth’ flare out into the cuff,
Make out of leather.

The hand plate will probably need to be I’hrcd out around the base of the thumb and the blade of the hand after you fasten jt
to the cuff,

The inside plates — the ones with lots of shading on the pattern — have to be riveted on before their outside neighbors. Put
the whole thing together with brads to test it firsl.
The straps holding the gauntlet to your hand must be long enough to include the padding and work glove without strangling

your fingers or thumb. Make sure they re the right length before you replace the brads — there’s no room in there for buckles,
rivets, or knots, ;

This is a fairly involved project, but not all that difficult, Just take it slow, and bear in mind the passive hostility natural to in-
animate ebjects. . . .
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