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Spawn of Stoke

Throughout these years Murdoc formed many bands with 
various line-ups, none of which seemed to go anywhere. 
Among these was the terribly amateurish New Romantic 
band Patchouli Clark.  A sad, pointless mixture of vaguely 
gothy keyboards, and Murdoc's strangled-crow-like crooning. 
They were never signed.

MURDOC: Yeah whatever. I always knew I was gonna be 
King of the World at some point but it didn't happen with 
my first band. Big deal. Keep reading.

Years upon years passed of unsuccessful attempts to crack 
stardom. Kiss n' Make Up, Bullworker, Crimson Backdraft, 
Motley Dude, The Stupid Name Gang, Durango 95, Two's A 
Crowd… the list of shame goes on.

MURDOC: Eventually I knew I was wasting my time; casting 
pearls before swine. My voice is for the true connoisseur, the 
specialists, and I came to see if I was going to communicate 
the true brilliance of my songwriting skills to the wide 
audience that they deserved, I was going to have to find 
someone with a more…conventional vocal talent….



Someone who could sing, perhaps?

MURDOC: Look, right. �e fact of the matter is that in 1997 the charts were a joke. �ese people wouldn't 
know decent music if it came up and smashed them round the chops. I had a plan that'd turn not only the Top 
40, not just England, not just the music industry but the whole entire world on its head. Everything, okay? So 
cut the wisecracks and bear with me. �is tale gets better and better, so just stick to writing the story, sunshine.

If Murdoc was ever to really realise his dream and escape the dirty, filthy, rotting, garbage-filled, putrid cesspit 
of Stoke-on-Trent, he was going to have to take his masterplan to another level.  This meant recruiting a 
band worthy of his talents.
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