
Purpose
Testing stoves and fuels help us to evaluate, 
communicate, and improve performance and 
quality of Cookstoves and fuels, and thus 
improve adoption. Regional Cookstoves 
Testing and Knowledge Centre (RTKC) at 
Centre for Rural Technology (CRTN)’s supports 
local producers and manufacturers to improve 
products, communicate performance to 
customers, and provide training and other 
resources to catalyze stoves and fuel activities. 
Currently, testing service is limited to biomass 
Cookstoves. Solar cookers have been one of 
the integral technologies that utilize freely 
available solar energy with zero emissions but 
require evaluation and monitoring of the 
technology. Testing these stoves and 
generating data would be much useful to 
illustrate the clean cooking. RTKC is now 
opting to enhance its testing capacity to solar 
cooking in the coming days.
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Results
Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves supported enhancing 
the testing capacities of various Regional Testing and 
Knowledge Centers (RTKCs) around the globe and CRTNs 
RTKC has been one of the centers to be supported since 
2012. The center provides assurance on technology 
performance and quality for manufacturers, customers, 
and other stakeholders. 

Discussions has been going on within ISO TC 285 about 
the inclusion of solar cooking to be included in the 
Working Groups deliverables – The Field Testing 
Guidelines has included in its working draft. During the 
discussions it is felt that there is a need for increased 
number of testing labs to generate more data and test the 
testing protocols developed during the ISO Processes.

Conclusions
RTKC could be a potential center with already existing testing infrastructures and commitments which seeks to collaborate with
the researchers and scientists to establish a lab to be able to test solar Cookstoves in future.


